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280 Book Notices. 

racial geography, historical geography; Metropolitan England and 
Industrial England are some of the subjects which follow. The 
essential physical characteristics of Britain are insularity, accessi- 
bility, diversity of the east and west, productive soil and climate, 
the coal, and the tidal rivers. These are the material secrets of 
Britain's greatness. 

The division into Metropolitan or Southeastern, and Industrial 
or Northwestern England (Chapters XIV and XV) is of great in- 
terest. They are separated by a line drawn from the mouth of the 
Severn to the Wash. It is true of Metropolitan England that the 
roads centre upon London; that the coast line faces the continent, 
and that there is little coal or other source of power. The region 
is therefore commercial and residential. In Industrial England 
rich and poor are workers; there are few men of leisure; the 
country is newer and more democratic, and does not always follow 
the political or religious leadership of the metropolitan region. 
These are not unfamiliar facts, but they are developed sharply and 
in their true relation to physical history. The volume is indis- 
pensable to the student of British geography or history, as to the 
traveller who wishes the fullest appreciation of this small but richly 
significant land. 

The entire series is edited by Mr. Mackinder. Among the pro- 
jected volumes are: Western Europe and the Mediterranean, by 
Elisee Reclus; Africa, by Dr. J, S. Keltie; The Russian Empire, 
by Prince Kropotkin ; North America, by Professor I. C. Russell ; 
and South America, by Professor J. C. Branner. 

A. P. B. 

Practical Forestry. By John Gifford, Assistant Professor of Forestry 
in Cornell University. i2mo, 284 pp. Illustrated: D. Appleton 
cs° Co. 

This volume is designed for the general reader, for beginners in 
the subject, and for farmers and owners of country places. It is 
the first attempt to gather out the simpler facts and principles that 
are of common interest and present them in popular form. The 
author has done this with a fresh and contagious enthusiasm. He 
has incidentally made a good book for reference and supplementary 
reading in physical geography. Perhaps the most hopeful aspect 
of such works is in the enlargement of the popular intelligence and 
the promotion of good legislation. 

The earlier chapters define forests and forestry, and. treat of the 
more general uses of the forest, as in relation to the making, im- 
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proving, and preserving of soils, to floods and winds, and to their 
esthetic and sanitary value. Chapter V gives a summary but inter- 
esting review of aids and barriers to forest extension. Perhaps the 
chapter on the Tending of Forests is the most useful of all for its 
practical suggestion. Here we find methods of improvement by 
clearing, pruning, and thinning, and of protection also against the 
foes of the forest. Such are: Fire, "the greatest enemy to the 
forest in America"; atmospheric agencies, as frosts, droughts, 
winds; injurious insects, grazing and browsing animals, parasitic 
plants, and weeds. 

The treatment of forest industries and products will be especially 
valuable for classes in commercial geography. Forest refuse, 
lumber, wood pulp, maple sugar, resin and turpentine, tanning ma- 
terials, etc., form the sub-topics here. A section is devoted to 
Federal and State reservations, and the book closes with a descrip- 
tive list of fifty important American forest trees, twenty-five coni- 
fers, and twenty-five hardwoods. There is a copious index. 

A. P. B. 

Antarctica. By Edwin Swift Balch, A. B. (Harvard); Member Phila- 
delphia Bar ; Appalachian Mountain Club ; Franklin Institute; 
American Philosophical Society ; Cor. Mem. Sociedad Cientifica 
Antonio Alzate, Mexico; Wyoming Historical and Geological 
Society, Wilkes-Barre ; Author of '■'■Mountain Exploration" 
' " Glacier es or Freezing Caverns" etc. Philadelphia, Press of 
Allen, Lane &* Scott, ipo2. 

Mr. Balch's book is an enlargement of a paper contributed to 
the Journal of the Franklin Institute, 1901, Vols. CLI and CLII; 
but though it begins with the beliefs of the ancients and closes 
with a notice of the Swedish expedition, the author claims for his 
work no more than approximate accuracy. He says in the Intro- 
duction : 

It is hoped, however, that this book is a step towards clearing up the story of the 
Antarctic, and especially that it may incite other geographers to make further 
researches into the original records. 

Mr. Balch adopts the name Antarctica to signify all the lands 
south of South America and Australia, and divides the region, for 
convenient reference, into East and West Antarctica. He very 
properly objects to Sir C. R. Markham's division of the Antarctic 
into four quadrants, each bearing an English name arbitrarily im- 
posed, without inviting an expression of international opinion on 
the subject. 



